
Weaving in the Waste Lands



Textiles and Tools - intro
I grew up with stories about the end of the world heavy on my mind, and that fear still has 
some hold on me. The 2000’s were the era of the post-apocalyptic dystopia for children’s 

literature, and I loved the genre. 

I like to make things, understand how they work, and thinking about the tools and other 
objects in these stories of survival in the wake of societal destruction have always 

fascinated me.
As a child I learned to sew, knit, weave, and spin yarn among other artistic pursuits. I also 

started to worry about the world around me. About what would happen if we couldn’t go to 
the grocery store, if there were no more stores



Textiles and Tools

Where do textiles come from in the blasted ruins of our fictional waste lands?
Where does Mad Max get his pants? Are there still enough pants just lying around the 

waste land in wearing condition? 
Maybe there are textile mills still intact after the Collapse, or at least enough parts that can 
be jury-rigged to some kind of water wheel using long belts of wired together rubber which 

turn gearshafts. 
Maybe people go back to producing textiles on a personal,  familial, or community scale as 

was the near-universal mode for most of human history. 



Design of Tools

My spindles and loom are designed to be simple and somewhat portable while fulfilling 
their intended uses as tools. 

The spindle whorls have weight concentrated at the edge to increase angular momentum, 
and friction fit onto the shafts tight enough to stay put when spinning, but no so tight that 
they can’t be removed when I want to remove the yarn or use the whorl on a different shaft 

for a different fiber. 



CAD model of spindle whorl and final cut sheet for loom 
parts and spindle whorls



Spindles

Unprocessed wool

Spindle whorl



Winding yarn in preparation to ply



The scavenger’s loom

Weaving in progress

The pink cord is part of the string heddles 
made by wrapping string around the frames 
in interlocking loops. This type of heddle can 
be set up before warping, or can be added 
after the warp is already on the loom. 

This setup has two heddle frames made of 
scrap wood and is for a simple weaving. 



Straw wrapped in masking tape
Used in prototype for part of my PoE
project, I saved the larger pieces of material when we took 
it apart. 
The straw was from an Olin design studio, and the green 
masking tape left over from a conference design activity.

Nylon string
This string which is used in the loom to raise and lower 
the heddles was sections of hopelessly tangled and frayed 
kiteline with some more usable sections.

Wire
These guiding loops I believe are made of paper clips, 
though I think this wire was re-appropriated from some 
other project so I can’t be sure.

Material Details



When we got the announcement that Olin was shutting down as a few cases of the novel 
coronavirus had been detected in Wellesley MA in March 2020 of course it felt like the end of 

the world was right around the corner. 

Toilet paper was an inconvenience, but what about medication? What if more supply chains 
failed? The world was bizarre yet familiar in a surreal way, NPR news reports echoed 

beginning chapters of apocalypse novels. 

Working with my hands has always been comforting and grounding for me



Improvised Treadles

Treadles made out of sticks. The loom 
sitting on milk crates, the heddle frames are 
tied to strings which run over supports then 
go down to the sticks on the cardboard. 
Depressing on the of sticks raises the 
corresponding heddle frame.



3 heddle frame configuration

This will allow me to weave more 
complicated patterns. The heddles are 
Teksolv which I ordered.  



Finished weaving 

Woven piece made entirely of my handspun 
yarn on the loom I made



Tools to make tools
My grandpa let me have this chisel with the 
epoxy handle falling off and the blade pretty 
rusty. I sharpened it and made a new handle.

I got one of the files from the Olin Freecycle, 
and the other one I borrowed from my dad and 
have been working on cleaning the rust off of.



Mending
Spending a very long time to preserve and repair textiles even though it would 

make more financial sense to replace them



Hand-stitched mending on old jeans



Thread unraveled from old jeans, saved spools made of old 
cereal boxes, used for mending and hand sewing


